MEDICAL EQUIPMENT MANAGEMENT

FY 2008 - Denver Medical Center & NHCU / CBOCs/Pueblo NHCU
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1.  Definition:  Medical Equipment is defined as equipment used in the treatment and/or diagnosis of patients.

2.  Assessing the Risk:  Medical Equipment is evaluated for inclusion in the program using the following:



· Equipment Function

· Physical Risks

· Maintenance Requirements/Incident History

3.  Inspections:  Some low risk devices or equipment (e.g. exam tables) are not included in the program and are only visually inspected during environmental rounds. Medical Equipment included in the program is:

· Inspected prior to initial use and at a prescribed frequency thereafter, usually annually.  Biomed maintains inspection tracking and initiates follow-up as needed.  This includes all equipment in the program, including leased, loaned, rented and patient-owned medical equipment.  
· Tracked for equipment incidents and user errors

· Tagged with a bar code and Biomed inspection or certification label showing the equipment has been inspected and when it is due for its next inspection.
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4.  Training and Competencies: Users and Maintainers receive training on equipment included in the program through their supervisor

5.  Incident Reporting:  Equipment involved in injury or death to a patient or near misses are reported to Patient Safety Manager.
6.  Engineering Contacts:  Equipment users in the Medical Center can contact Biomed at the following extensions: 2607, 2608, 2609, or 2610.  Equipment users in the CBOC’s and Pueblo NHCU can contact Biomed at 719-250-3893 (cell).

Emergency and non-emergency contact can also be made to ext. 2604 during the administrative day and ext.2805 during non-administrative hours.
7.  Reference Documentation:  Reference documentation on the above can be found in the following policies which are available on the VA ECHCS homepage, or linked to http://vaww.visn19.med.va.gov/Documents.aspx .
· FMS-15 “Medical Equipment Management Program”

· 00Q-2 “Patient Safety Improvement Program”
