GENERAL SAFETY PROGRAM

FY 2009 – Denver Medical Center & NHCU/Pueblo NHCU/All CBOCs 
Basic Policy

Every level of management in the VA is responsible for:

· The prevention of accidents and injuries, including occupational disease, to persons under its control

· The protection of VA records and property against loss by fire or other accidental damage

VA Safety Program Purpose

To make VA facilities safe and free from:

Accidents

Injuries

Occupational diseases

Fire 

Accidental Damage

Scope of the Policy

· All patients, beneficiaries, and the public visiting premises occupied by the VA, including persons in vehicles operated by VA personnel

· All VA employees

· Conservation of records and property

Compliance

The VA safety program is established in accordance with:

· VA Directive 7700

· Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970

· JCAHO

· Other federal, state and local requirements

VA Directive 7700 Responsibilities

DASHO- Designated Agency Safety and Health Official 

Top ranking member of management

Environment of Care Committee

Safety and Fire Protection Engineer

Supervisors

Employees

Supervisors are a CRITICAL PART of the Safety Program!!!

Hazard Control

Investigations

Inspections

Record Keeping

Training

Employee Motivation 

Development and Implementation of 



Service Safety Plans

OSHA

· Employers must furnish a workplace free from recognized hazards

· Outlines safety procedures to address specific hazards

· Records of injuries, illnesses, accidents and fatalities must be maintained

· Employees may request that OSHA inspect the work place - without concern for punitive action

JCAHO

Requires:


· written program and documentation

· safety committee

· ongoing training

· personnel and staff know their responsibilities

· on-site evaluations and review of documentation

Veterans Affairs Medical Center-Denver

· Green Safety Manual

· Service Safety Plans

· Environment of Care Policy

For more information about the General Safety program of the ECHCS, contact Bob Tuminello, ECHCS Safety Manager at 303-399-8020, ext 2650.
